A REPORT ON THE BFU’S SPONSORED SCHOOL MATERIAL                  

DISTRIBUTION IN SIX 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS OF BUI DIVISION 

When the Bui Family Union of the USA agreed to fund this project it looked like a dream and yet it came to pass. The school material distribution marathon which took KUDOC to C S Roh Bui (Kumbo), C S Ndzevru – Mbam and Islamic Primary School Tatum (all in Nkum Sub Division), C S Shisong (Kumbo), C S Nkar and the Presbyterian Primary School Limbo (Jakiri Sub Division) from the 27th through the 29th to the 30th of May 2008. Items distributed included rulers, pens, pencils, sharpeners and exercise books. In each of the stops, beneficiaries, teachers and the parents gave a sigh of relief and hailed the BFU/KUDOC relationship and collaboration. The detailed report will be presented school-by-school here below.

DAY ONE: CATHOLIC SCHOOL ROH-BUI, KUMBO.

At about 10: 00 am on Tuesday the 27th of May 2008, the KUDOC entourage led by its coordinator, Dr Joseph Banadzem, Secretary General – Tenven Patrick, Project Officer – Eric Tangka, Correspondence Officer – Tav Eliasu, Green School Project’s Manager Wirndzerem Emmanuel, and Public Relations Officer – Tume Humfrey Vernyuy arrived the school. Parents, teachers and pupils of the school welcomed the entourage. In a welcome address presented by the headmaster – Mr Banlaf Jude Thadeous Nsahbinla, he thanked KUDOC for being one of the rare organizations that stood by hard work and the truth. Through the organization, he thanked BFU USA chapter for remembering them back at home. Like the PTA president Mr Kongnyuy Patrick, he regretted that the school had dilapidating structures and that the bridge linking the school to GBHS Kumbo was a potential danger to their pupils. In this wise, he called on KUDOC to see what could be done to remedy the situation. The Coordinator whose message came shortly after the speech thanked the people for turning out before narrating how he came in contact with BFU and how their brothers over-seas sponsored the making of benches last year and how they decided to fund school materials for six primary schools in the division. The didactic material, which included pens, pencils, pencil sharpeners, rulers and exercise books, he went on, were a generous donation from people who wanted a bright future for them. Finally, he assured them of the fact that KUDOC was going to take the bridge project as her number one priority before reminding the pupils of the need for hard work. The ten minutes speech was sanctioned by the didactic material distribution and snap shots. The children sang and danced with their books raised high into the atmosphere. They all shouted  “thanks to BFU and KUDOC’’ as the last snapshot went on.
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Pupils posed with appreciation board
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Honorable Banadzem tell the pupils the about provenance of these school materials.
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Pupils of Roh Bui receive school material.
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Family picture with Roh – Bui pupils staff.

DAY TWO: NKUM SUB DIVISION.

(I) C.S. NDZEVRU, MBAM: After a day of rest on the 28th of May, because the final year pupils were writing the Common Entrance Exams, the staff of KUDOC had another busy day galloping over the rugged roads down to Mbam, where they were marveled with a wonderful welcome. After a memorable welcome song from the pupils, the headmaster thanked members of the delegation for choosing them as one of the schools to receive the largess. He immensely thanked the Bui Family Union through KUDOC and promised to utilize the gifts properly. The PTA president – Mr Gilbert Tardzenyuy, thanked KUDOC’s kind thoughts and their USA donors BFU. For him, the books were going to relieve them the parents from financial burden, as the new school year would begin in three months time. He stressed that they of Mbam were purely farmers but unfortunately farm products were very cheap and sometimes the buying of books and other study materials were very difficult. In his words he said, ‘ happiness fills our hearts and we feel your existence. God bless you’. Lastly, he called on the coordinator and his organizations to assist them complete the 5 classrooms which they started building. Responding to this, Dr Joseph Banadzem expressed satisfaction at attendance and narrated his contact with Bui Family Union and how it yielded fruits. He announced that these materials they were receiving was a clear proof that their brothers and sisters in the USA have seen education as the best thing to offer a child. He finally called on them to utilize the books, pens, pencils, pencil sharpeners and rulers very well so as to merit more. Before refreshment offered by the population, didactic material was distributed to the pupils and snapshots as they went home with great euphoria. 
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Cross section of the personalities in Ndzevru
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Pupils of CS Ndzevru receiving school material
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Honorable Banadzem hands BFU,s Certificate of receipt to CS Ndzevru Headmaster.

[image: image8.jpg]



Parents of Ndzevru celebrate with the kids. 

(II) ISLAMIC PRIMARY SCHOOL TATUM: We arrived Tatum at 2:00 pm, a little late after schedule and were received by the PTA executive, headmaster, pupils and onlookers. Most of the teachers had gone to Kumbo for their salaries and were thus absent. The headmaster expressed his profound gratitude to the delegation and thanked KUDOC for her generous gestures and their US brothers and sisters for choosing education as their soft spot. He conveyed the satisfaction of the Bui Islamic secretary for education who was unavoidably absent due to job demands. The PTA president who spoke after the Headmaster shouted in a purely Islamic manner “Allah hu –akibaru” – GOD IS GREAT. “Thank them for us”, he said, “it will help our children and us the parents”. He went forward to present their insufficient classrooms which forced some classes to be combined in a single room, rendering studies difficult. Responding to the previous speakers, KUDOC’s coordinator promised to do every thing at his level to assist them. He promised to work out more contacts capable of bearing more fruits as the ones they were about to receive. He equally promised to channel their thanks to BFU – USA chapter. The distribution of study material, snapshots and departures tailed the occasion.
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Speech from Hon. Ngoran lauding praises to BFU at Islamic school Tatum.
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Children of Islamic School Tatum happily receive the BFU gifts!
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The Imam of the Tatum Mosque expresses his joy over the kind gestures.
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Hon. Banadzem hands BFU Certificate of receipt amidst joy from kids. 

DAY THREE: 30TH JUNE 2008:

C.S. SHISONG – KUMBO: At exactly 9:00 am the KUDOC caravan drove into Catholic School Shisong. They were welcomed by the samba and chong dances and then the pupils. After prayers led by Reverend Peter Tar and the singing National Anthem of Cameroon, the headmaster – Mr Ayuni Francis Tombir expressed happiness at the fact that the coordinator had returned to his Alma matter very powerfully. Although he stressed that it was long over due, he made it categorically clear that such an occasion bringing joy to kids and parents had never taken place in his reign as headmaster of CS Shisong for 12 years . He thanked the BUI FAMILY UNION for passing through their own product to support the pupils in education. Like Oliver Twist, he went on to  plead to KUDOC to assist the PTA in the reconstruction of a thunder conductor and a new building which according to them would help to carry the pupils away from the thunder path. After detailing them on how he came in contact with BFU, he went on to recount his experiences as a pupil of the school. He called on the pupils to work hard so as to become great men in future. He made it clear that if he was a doctor then, it was thanks to hard work.  While at Mbam, he went on, he learned that, “A pen is mightier than swords and guns”, the reason for which he worked hard with their brothers of the USA to ensure that they should have more study material. He also called on the pupils to join him in the fight against global warming through the green school project still sponsored by BFU. He also promised to hunt as far as possible, in order to see how he could assist in the 500000 francs cfa PTA reconstruction. Before the distribution of study material, the green award was handed to a class six pupil who scored 19.5 in an environmental quiz. The mother of the child went mad, carrying her daughter on the back.  The second and third pupils were also awarded some prizes. When the study material distribution was over, the Shisong Development Association president, Mr Yimbu Young George thanked the coordinator for the gesture and called on him to extend their heart felt thanks to the Bui sons and daughters in the USA. He also recalled that the construction of the Shisong  - Bamngam Bridge was successful because of KUDOC’s largess. Before refreshment, the manager of schools for Shisong Parish who prayed earlier on said his joy was more than what his tongue could express and called on God to bless the benefactors, so that more good things should continue to flow into Bui as a whole. Present at the occasion were the Mayor for Kumbo Council.
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School material ready to be distributed to kids.
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The Headmaster of CS Shisong receives BFU’s Certificate of Receipt.
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Hon Banadzem talks to the Shisong kids about BFU.
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The teachers of CS Shisong turned in official wear!

 C.S. NKAR: JAKIRI SUB DIVISION: At 11:52 am our delegation arrived Nkar amidst jubilation and song chanting. After the National Anthem and prayers, the Headmaster – Mr Wanyu Eric used 2 minutes to say welcome. He expressed satisfaction at the fact that Nkar was amongst the chosen few and wished KUDOC a happy stay and safe return when the moment came. Talking to curious pupils, on lookers, parents and well wishers present at the occasion, the coordinator of KUDOC stressed that there was nothing one could give to a child greater than education. To him, the coming to Nkar was a mark of respect and homage to great men and women who had passed through CS Nkar. He called on them to utilize what BFU - USA has offered with care so as to attract more of such gifts. Lastly, he insisted on hard work that could make them great men in future. The last speech came from the manager of schools for Nkar Parish, Rev Father Oliver Shey Ndi, who made it clear that such a thing has never happened since he took over service. He thanked KUDOC and BFU for thinking about child education, rather than sharing drinks and other unnecessary things. The occasion ended with snapshots and refreshment. At 1:30 PM the delegation left for Limbo.
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Nkar pupils poses with the school materials.
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KUDOC’s staff getting ready to start work.
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The CS Nkar Campus!
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CS Nkar Say “Thanks”

PRESBYTERIAN SCHOOL LIMBO – JAKIRI SUB DIVISION: At exactly 2:00 pm the KUDOC delegation arrived the PS Limbo school field where they were welcomed by the population, traditional dances and the Presbyterian Church Choir. After the national anthem and prayers from the Presbyterian Church pastor, the headmaster’s representative regretted the headmaster’s absence and thanked KUDOC for putting them in their project. He said that their head teacher Mr Ndamsa Felix was at the inspectorate because of the Common Entrance Exams that was written the day before. He expressed satisfaction at the KUDOC – BFU USA relationship and called on God to thank their benefactors for him. The president of the Limbo Community Development Association  (LIMCODA) who spoke after him welcomed the initiative, given that the educational system was bedeviled by study material insufficiency. He said that the gifts were so important because they were going to touch virtually all households in the village. For him the donation was a timely intervention that was going to serve most parents from a heavier financial burden the coming academic year. Like Oliver Twist, he called on KUDOC officials to turn round and sympathetically watch their school dilapidating structure. Apart from this, he went on, the classes were insufficient and they had to keep combining two classes per room. He called on KUDOC to look for more funding avenues, so that at a given moment they could be assisted. When the coordinator took the relay batten he stressed that they were more interested in child growth reason for which they had to embark on the study material distribution project. He stressed that their brothers and sisters of the USA (BFU) had been working with him and that during the previous school year, as they donated benches to some schools in the division. He was visibly satisfied at the manner in which the teachers together with their pupils protected the environment. He told them that the books, pencils, pens, rulers and pencil sharpeners were the things he brought to distribute to all the pupils. Finally, he called on them to utilize the gifts well so as to be great men and women in the near future. The PTA president who came in later thanked God for making them recipients of such a lofty gift. All the children could be seen beaming with satisfaction as the choir and the traditional dance called “kidulabi” graced the occasion. Snapshots and refreshments ended the ceremony. The delegation left Limbo at exactly 5:30 pm for Kumbo.
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PS Limbo!
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Hon. Banadzem talks to the parents about BFU and KUDOC
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Kids pose with material in Limbo.
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Entertainment from kids of Limbo.
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The KUDOC team leaving Limbo at the end of the long exericise.

GENERAL EVALUATION MEETING: 30th May 2008.
At 6:15 pm on Friday evening the KUDOC team rallied in their head office and held an evaluation meeting in which the coordinator praised his staff for sincerity, assiduity and industriousness. It was generally agreed that the project went on so well and that a letter of appreciation should be written to the Bui Family Union of the USA. It was also agreed that the report should be written and sent along side the appreciation letter. Everyone agreed in the meeting that the book sharing exercise touched on virtually all households in all project villages and attracted lots of appreciation. The meeting ended at 7:00 pm. 
Compiled and written by KUDOC’S STAFF.
